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Community Cenacolo


Who we are:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Cenacolo Community is not just a social or welfare organization, but above all, it is a “family” founded on faith, where wounded individuals can encounter a love that welcomes them unconditionally, helps them heal their wounds, supports them, and guides them to rediscover the Path of Truth—a demanding love that educates them to the beauty of true Life.

It is a response to God's tenderness in the cry of despair from many lost, deceived, and disillusioned young people who seek the joy of living and the true meaning of existence, having not found it in the false lights of the world. It was born as a place of welcome, love, and service to life, and over the years, it has become a source of hope and resurrection for many individuals lost in the world of darkness—those who are sad, marginalized, desperate, and addicted.


The Birth:
On July 16, 1983, a day when the Church commemorates Our Lady of Mount Carmel, in a delapitated and abandoned house offered by the municipality on the hill of Saluzzo, a town in the province of Cuneo, Sister Elvira Petrozzi, now known as Mother Elvira, starts the Cenacolo Community.


Expansion:
Mother Elvira initially thought of opening one house, but as always, God’s plans reveal themselves to be greater than those of men. Young people come from all over, asking to be welcomed to experience a new life, and so the houses of the Cenacolo Community, called fraternities, multiply over the years, first in Italy, then in Europe, and later in other lands. Mother Elvira often repeats, “...we are the first witnesses of a miracle of God, never conceived or planned at a table, which surpasses and surprises us, of which, by grace, we are partakers.”

Currently, there are 72 fraternities present in 19 countries around the world (Italy has 28 fraternities; Austria 1; Bosnia and Herzegovina 2; Croatia 7; France 4; Ireland 1; Poland 4; Portugal 1; Slovakia 1; Spain 3; United States 4; Argentina 4; Costa Rica 1; Brazil 4; Mexico 1; Peru 3; Paraguay 1; Africa-Liberia 1; Philippines 1). Thousands of people are welcomed in these fraternities, many of whom are young individuals often carrying profound existential distress but with the desire in their hearts to rediscover true life through the communal journey.


The Community’s Proposal:
To those who knock on our doors, we offer a simple and familiar communal lifestyle: free welcoming as a sign of true love; genuine friendship as the foundation of human relationships and brotherly love; the rediscovery of work seen as a gift and commitment to mature in life's responsibilities; prayer and faith in Jesus Christ, who died and rose for us, as the response to the need for infinite love that dwells in the human heart. We believe that the Christian life, in its fullness, is the true answer to every unrest of the heart and that only the One who created man can rebuild his lost and wounded heart, which has been deceived, misled, and disappointed by experiences.

A “School of Life”:
By choice, the Cenacolo does not identify itself solely as a “rehabilitation community” because it welcomes various types of individuals, not only those with a history of addiction but also young people facing existential difficulties, individuals in search of their path in life, adults who feel they have “failed” and wish to make the most of what remains in their lives, young people impacted by the Christian faith and communal life experience, who want to be part of this journey, families, and volunteers eager to live the mission of sharing life with those in need.
We prefer to define ourselves as a 'School of Life' where those who are welcomed are helped to rediscover the meaning of existence, to feel 'at home,' and to find their own dignity, healing of wounds, inner peace, joy of living, and the desire to love. Those who come from past situations of dependency are invited to undertake the community path not as a “medical therapy” but as a healing journey primarily focused on education and spirituality. When necessary, medical and healthcare therapy should be carried out at appropriate hospital centers both before entering the community and during the journey.

The Choice to Trust in Providence:
By an original decision made by Mother Elvira from the very beginning, we are not affiliated with any institutions nor do we receive funding from public entities, with whom we collaborate peacefully, with deep respect and genuine cordiality. Mother Elvira has always taught the people who come here, most of whom are young, that it is not right for others to “pay” for them once again, but that each person can and should “regain” their own dignity by rolling up their sleeves, sweating on their brow, and making sacrifices with their willpower, helped by the sincere love of the brothers and sisters walking with them. Therefore, we live through our daily commitment, our sacrifices, and above all, thanks to the generosity of many people who believe in the goodness and seriousness of our charitable and educational service. Their offerings and donations are a “blessing” because they arise freely from love, from a heart eager to share with joy, becoming “providence” to support the various needs and developments of the Community.

In Society:
In Italy and in the different countries where it is present, the Community operates through non-profit associations and foundations, born from the same inspiring charism, created on the territory to serve various charitable works of welcome and assistance aimed at promoting life. The different local associations are the operational and legal arms of the Community in the various countries where it is present, and they consist of volunteers and individuals who believe in the Community's mission. These associations collaborate with each other as participants in the same charitable mission, following the modalities outlined in their respective statutes.
The Community Cenacolo, on the Italian territory, is legally represented by the following entities:
· “Associazione San Lorenzo ODV”, located at Via San Lorenzo 35, Saluzzo (CN), at the Mother House. It is a non-profit association established in 1983 and registered in the National Unique Register of the Third Sector.
· “Fondazione Risurrezione”, located at Via Pagno 115, Saluzzo (CN), at the House of Formation. This foundation was recognized as a Moral Entity by a Decree of the Ministry of the Interior on March 29, 1999. It was established to safeguard the assets and heritage of the Community, ensuring that they are used for the charitable, assistance, spiritual, and educational purposes that form the core of the Community Cenacolo's charism.


The name “Saint Lawrence” frequently reappears in various local associations because the first association, established in Italy in 1983, received this name simply because the Casa Madre (Mother House) is located on Via San Lorenzo. Providence has thus linked us to the history of the martyr San Lorenzo, one of the early deacons of the Church, who significantly showed to all that the true treasure of the Church is the poor, the weak, and that real wealth lies in the lives of people rather than in material possessions.
The name “Cenacolo” also recurs in the various associated realities because from the very beginning, Mother Elvira named the work (which is known by this name by all) in remembrance of the moment when the Holy Spirit descended upon Mary and the Apostles gathered in prayer in the Cenacle (Upper Room), transforming the frightened and discouraged hearts of the Apostles after Christ's death into brave and bold hearts, witnesses of the Resurrected Lord. This is what we desire to happen in the lives of those we welcome: those who arrive sad, fearful, and disheartened find here the joy and courage to live a new life, a resurrected life.
The name “Risurrezione” (Resurrection), besides identifying the “historical” magazine of the Community, also aptly expresses the mission of the Cenacolo: to restore life. 
We desire that our facilities in the service of life, the poor, and those who seek our help, always reminding ourselves that our true treasure is not in houses, possessions, or money, but in the lives of all those we welcome.

The Missions:
The missions that look out for “children of the streets” were born in the hearts of some young people who experienced a resurrection, especially Nicola, one of our young members who is now in Heaven. He offered his entire life and his illness to the Lord so that the “womb of life” of the Community would also open to welcome orphaned and abandoned children of the streets, understanding that it is in childhood that deep wounds are often generated, leading to evil, drugs, and violence. After years of waiting and prayer, Providence, our faithful, tireless, and generous companion on this journey, did not keep us waiting, and thus the Mission Project became a reality, allowing us to welcome the most precious treasure in the world: the children, who are the focus of God's eye.
Starting in Brazil, then in Mexico and Peru, and now in Liberia, missionary families, young volunteers, consecrated sisters, and brothers selflessly dedicate their time or their entire lives to the welcoming, sharing, and reeducating of orphaned and abandoned children entrusted to us by social institutions in these countries. Sharing the joys and daily struggles of education becomes the development and maturation of patient, faithful, and generous love that knows how to forgive, start anew, promote, and bring forth the goodness written in the heart of every child of God. Giving, sharing, departing, and leaving one's homeland become true joy, missionary joy, a joy that arises from giving freely in love and service what one has freely received from God's love and the love of others.

“A Great Family”:
Mother Elvira loves to describe our Community as “a family of public sinners,” composed of individuals who have made their mistakes “publicly” in their past, revealing their weaknesses and poverty. However, through the infinite Mercy of the Lord, they are now people who have experienced resurrection and are “rich” within, called to bear witness everywhere to the living hope that is born and reborn in the heart when a person encounters the Risen Lord.
Over the years, individuals, captivated by the lifestyle, faith, sharing, and service experienced within the Community, have joined Mother Elvira as young volunteers, laypeople, families, brothers (including some priests), and consecrated sisters. They wholeheartedly and selflessly dedicate their time and lives to serve this mission, sharing their lives with those welcomed, walking together in a fraternal journey “from darkness to light,” leading to the rediscovery of the joy of faith, the beauty of life, and authentic freedom. One “child” after another has been formed, creating what we call the “great family” of the Cenacolo Community, which includes diverse members of the People of God who participate in the Community's mission, each according to the gifts and possibilities of their own state of life:
· Young Volunteers - In the history of the Community, the Lord has willed that the first “workers” to join Mother Elvira in this “vineyard” would be the young themselves: boys and girls who, after experiencing resurrection through the community journey, chose to “remain” as volunteers, giving back freely what they have received and reaching out to the needs of the poor whom the Community welcomes. “Freely you have received, freely give”: those who feel this “vocation” to missionary volunteering, after walking their own personal journey of resurrection for years and with a serious commitment, are called “Servants for Love” within the Community. Some live this “time of giving and service” for a few years, while others dedicate their entire lives to it. Thanks to their generosity, the fraternities have multiplied in various places, the heart of the Community has been able to expand its horizons in love, and the embrace of the Community has reached missions in Latin America and Africa, serving the youth and street children.
· Missionary Families - Among the young who have experienced resurrection, there are some who discover the calling to Christian family life and desire to live it within the community context as “Families open to Life,” with both the door of their home and their hearts wide open to welcome not only their natural “children” but also those brothers and sisters who are deeply wounded and in need of the human and spiritual warmth that only a Christian family can provide. These families share full-time and selflessly in the life of the Community, either for a few years or for their entire lives, making a free and responsible choice. They participate in various responsibilities and take part in the different moments of prayer, work, and service that are experienced within our houses, according to the possibilities of their state of life. The Community supports their human and Christian journey but does not replace the fundamental and irreplaceable educational role that parents themselves are called to carry out firsthand towards their own children.
· Dedicated Missionary Brothers and Sisters - In recent years, several young people have strongly felt God's call to follow and serve Him in this work, to “lay down their lives for their friends” in the charism of the Cenacolo Community, through a more radical choice of following Jesus Christ, embracing the evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity, obedience, and service and love for the poor, according to the lifestyle of the Community. Their life as brothers and sisters, dedicated to prayer, fraternal sharing, and service to the poor, aims to be a living and concrete sign of the merciful love that God the Father has, especially towards the marginalized and excluded. Their service is oriented towards providing human and spiritual accompaniment, joyful sharing of life in service, and the moral and spiritual education and promotion of those welcomed into various fraternities, empowering them to become protagonists, witnesses, heralds, and missionaries of the liberating salvation of the Gospel.
· The Missionary Sisters of the Resurrection - The religious family of the Missionary Sisters of the Resurrection was born within the charism and apostolic service of the Cenacolo Community. They live the specific charism of consecrated life, which entails a radical choice of following the Lord and personal sanctification through the profession of religious vows of poverty, chastity, obedience, service, and love for the poor. This commitment is witnessed through the religious habit and veil.
The sisters are women who have experienced resurrection through their encounter with Christ during their journey within the Community. Through this experience, they rediscover the beauty and preciousness of the Christian life and hear Jesus' call to consecrated life, to “give their lives” to Him for the sake of their brothers and sisters. They live a fruitful spousal relationship with Christ and exercise the maternity of charity towards the wounded humanity of our time.
The sisters come from different nations and are currently present in Italy, Brazil, Peru, Mexico, and Liberia.
· Friends - There are many friends, laypeople, and families who follow and engage with the Cenacolo Community in the various places where it is present, sharing its spirituality, service, and mission while remaining part of their ordinary, family, and work environments. Thanks to their encounter with the Community, many of them have discovered or rediscovered the joy of a living faith that transforms into intense prayer, sincere conversion, and active charity. They generously and devotedly contribute their human, Christian, and professional skills to serve the mission and seek to be a leaven of evangelical witness in the world where they live, with a special gaze of mercy towards those facing difficulties.
Throughout the year, they come together in different locations to share moments of prayer and deepening of the charism. These gatherings may include training days, pilgrimages, missionary evenings, and testimonies. In some places, they are particularly active in supporting various activities of the Community, such as organizing craft exhibitions where the works created by the young people from our homes are displayed, providing testimonies and holding meetings in schools and parishes, and arranging musicals and recitals performed by our young people. Their desire is to make the message of hope and light from the Cenacolo Community known to as many people as possible.
· Parents on the Journey - The Community does not charge any fees to the families of the young people who are welcomed freely into the various fraternities. Instead, what is asked of the parents is a collaborative effort and a concrete commitment to walk alongside their child through a process of conversion and life change. Experience over the years has shown that the rebirth of the young person largely depends on the commitment of their parents to walk the path of change together. Mother Elvira often repeated to them, “Converted parents, saved children!”.
The Community organizes weekly or monthly meetings called “Parent Groups” for them, where they come together locally for prayer and sharing among themselves. Additionally, there are “Families in Rebirth” formation meetings in our fraternities, days of friendship, prayer, and interaction with their children, and pilgrimages to Marian shrines. The leaders of the Parent Groups are available weekly at various Listening Centers to provide “first welcome” to families in need seeking help and advice.

In the Church: 
On May 30, 1998, the Solemnity of Pentecost, on the same day when Pope John Paul II was meeting for the first time with Ecclesial Movements and New Communities in Rome, the then Bishop of the Diocese of Saluzzo, Most Reverend Diego Bona, recognized the Cenacolo Community as a Private Association of the Faithful. Subsequently, on June 2, 2001, the eve of Pentecost, he elevated it to the status of a Public Association of the Faithful.
On December 8, 2005, the then Bishop of Saluzzo, Most Reverend Giuseppe Guerrini, definitively confirmed the diocesan approval as a Public Association of the Faithful. This recognition solidified the Community's standing within the Catholic Church and acknowledged its role as an official entity in the diocesan and ecclesiastical context.
On July 16, 2009, the feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and the 26th anniversary of the Community's foundation, the Pontifical Council for the Laity issued a Decree recognizing the Cenacolo Community as an International Private Association of the Faithful, approving its Statutes for a five-year experimental period. The official delivery of the Decree took place on October 16, 2009, by the hands of His Eminence Cardinal Stanisław Ryłko, the President of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, on the significant day when the Church commemorates the election to the pontifical throne of Saint John Paul II.
The Pontifical recognition was later confirmed definitively on June 12, 2015, by the same Pontifical Council for the Laity.
In the process of discernment for the recognition of the work, and following the guidance of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, the Public Association of the Faithful named “Missionary Sisters of the Resurrection” was established on March 25, 2010, by His Excellency Bishop Giuseppe Guerrini, the Bishop of Saluzzo. This diocesan association was formed within and at the service of the charism of the Cenacolo Community for women called to follow Christ in the path of consecrated life.

Editorial Activities and Evangelization Initiatives:
The Community Cenacolo is engaged in various activities to spread its message and promote evangelization:
· Quarterly Magazine “Risurrezione”: The Community publishes a quarterly magazine called “Risurrezione” (Resurrection) that provides spiritual insights, testimonies, and updates about the Community's activities. The magazine serves as a means of communication and inspiration for those associated with the Cenacolo.
· International Website: The Community has an international website available in eight languages. This website serves as a platform to share information about the Community's mission, events, and resources related to spiritual growth.
· “Festa della Vita” (Festival of Life): The “Festa della Vita” is an international gathering of faith, praise, and gratitude to the God of life, commemorating the birth of the Cenacolo Community. It began in July 1993, on the occasion of the Community's tenth anniversary, and has since become an annual event attracting thousands of young people, families, and friends from various countries. During this four-day event held on the hill of Saluzzo, participants come together for prayer, catechesis, and testimonies, rejoicing in the Resurrected Lord who continues to “give sight to the blind, liberate the prisoners, and raise up those who have fallen.” This event fosters a sense of community and spiritual growth among its attendees.
· Testimonies of transformation “from darkness to light” in schools, parishes, and public spaces: the experiences of suffering, mistakes, wounds, and negative encounters in life, now illuminated by faith and transformed through forgiveness, become opportunities for dialogue, friendship, sharing, and helping others.
· Biblical musicals: these musicals are born from the hearts and prayers of the young people in the Community and are inspired by the Word of God. Over the years, the Community has presented various musicals in squares and churches across Europe and the world, including titles such as “Bread of Life”, “Prodigal Son”, “The Embrace”, “From Darkness to Light”, “Mysteries of Light”, “Do not be afraid”, “Credo”, “Follow Me”, “We Seemed Free” and “Light in Darkness”.
· Publishing books and CDs of songs and catechesis.
· Organized thematic journeys and events targeted at various groups, such as youth (“Night in Christ - Come and See”), couples (“The Bridegroom Is with You”), women (“Woman, Who Are You?”), families choosing to embrace foster care (“Welcoming Life”), and teenage girls (“God's Dream for Me”), all aimed at walking together in faith and support. These initiatives aim to bring people closer to the message of the Gospel and inspire positive transformations in their lives.


For further Information:
Main Office - Associazione San Lorenzo
Via San Lorenzo 35 – 12037 Saluzzo (CN)
Tel. 391 4857583 – Fax. 0175 476369
e-mail: ufficio.stampa@comunitacenacolo.it
Official Website: www.comunitacenacolo.it
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