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RITA AGNESE PETROZZI, known as MOTHER ELVIRA and identified by many as "the nun of the addicts," was born in Sora, Italy, on January 21, 1937. She likes to define herself as "the daughter of poor people." During World War II, she emigrated to Alessandria with her family, where she experienced the hardships and poverty of the post-war period, becoming the "servant" of everyone in the household. At the age of 19, she entered a convent in Borgaro Torinese, with the Sisters of Charity of Saint Giovanna Antida Thouret, where Rita Agnese became Sister Elvira. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.bxu656i0sp3b]Around the mid-1970s, she felt a strong inner urge to dedicate herself to young people. After a long wait, on July 16, 1983, in Saluzzo (CN), she founded the Cenacolo Community. It is not just a social or welfare organization but, above all, a "family" founded on faith, where wounded individuals can encounter a love that welcomes them unconditionally, helps them heal their wounds, supports them, and guides them to rediscover the Way of Truth—a demanding love that educates them about the beauty of true Life. Over the years, young volunteers, families, brothers, and sisters who have received God's call to devote their lives to the works of the Community have joined Mother Elvira. The ecclesiastical recognition first took place at the diocesan level on Pentecost in 1998. Then, in July 2009, the Community was recognized by the Pontifical Council for the Laity - Vatican Dicastery, as a Private International Association of the Faithful of Pontifical Right. The fraternities of the Community, which now exist in seventy locations across twenty countries worldwide, provide free assistance to thousands of needy individuals, particularly young people and street children. Within this reality, the religious women's family of the Missionary Sisters of the Resurrection also emerged. Mother Elvira lived the last years of her life at the House of Formation, being cared for with love and devotion by her Sisters.  Despite being afflicted by an illness that deprived her of speech and everyday gestures, it could not take away the light in her eyes and her ever-present smile.
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